The Shapira Strips / Manuscript

The oldest Torah portions known to humankindhaybe

In 1883, an antiquities dealer in Jerusalem named M. W. Shapira decided to sell an ancient ntawfuberip
Book of Deuteronomy that he believed to be extremely valigltilevhen he sent the manuscript to biblical
scholars, they all agreed it was a forgery. Humiliated, Shapira committed suicide in 1884. Thmdpltar, the
manuscript sold at auction (for much less than Shapira hoped to get for it), and promptlyedisabBut
comparisons of the Dead Sea Scrolls to descriptions in stories of Shapira’s manuscript haveldes tcho
believe that Shapira’s Deuteronomy was quite probably autheatid thus worthold millions. Thatjust goes to

show you: Never, ever kijourself.www.mentalfloss.com/cheatsheets/dsadscrolls/

"In the late 1880s, Jerusalem shkpepemMosheWilhelm Shapira arrived in

England with several strips of parchment. Shapira claimed that these fragments were
found in the Dead Sea area andrevpart of an early version of the book of
Deuteronomy. Experts who examined the strips called them forgeries, saying that the
manuscript could not have survived in the Dead Sea climate. Disgraced and
dishonored Shapira left England and soon after comedtsuicide. Ironically,

scholars in recent years have come to believe that Shapira's manuscript was not a

hoax- and may actually have been a portion of the oldest Bible in the world. This is
the true story of a 19th century mystery and controversy weslited in

discrediting what may have been one of the most important archaeological findings of all timethibh@fthis
book travelled to the Dead Sea where the manuscript was said to have been found. His accotrigt ahthiés
significance, andhis recounting of Shapira's claims add up to a fascinating story of scholarly prejudice and
vindictiveness which may have robbed the modern world of one of the greatest treasures of thé-egedlie

jacket of John Marco Allegro'§he Shapira Affair.

1 The Shapira Manuscript 1



The Translation Based on). M. Allegro
First Words
(Deutl:1) Thesearethe wordghatMoshespokeaccording tahe mouth ofy HWH to all the children
of Yisraelin the wildernes beyondyardenin the plain.(v.6) Elohim Eloheinuspoketo us inHorey,
saying,You (pl) havelived long enough in this mounfv.7) You (pl) turn aroundand tale your journey,
andgoto the mount othe Amorim, andto all the placeglose by in theplain, in the hills and in the

valley, and by the sea shore.

Moshe Regardingrhose Who Were Destroye Others Who Succeeded Them

(v.19) When we leftHorev, we went through athat great and terrible wildernetstyou (pl) saw; and
we came tdadeskbarnea (v.20) And | saidto you, You (pl) have comehis dayto the mountain of
the Amorim. (v.21) Go up and possess the land, as Elwhim of your fathersjtold [you]. (v.20) [But]
you (pl) would [not] go up.(v.27) And you (pl) murmured and sai®ecauseflohim] hated . to
destroyus. (v.34) And Elohim was angfy[and swore] saying, As | live, surely all the people
(Num.14:22)who have seen (Ex.7:3) my signs and my wonders (Num.14:22) that | did thesedgn tim
(...not..) (v.23) have not listened to my voicthey will not see the good land that | swore to give to
their fathers save (Deut.l:36) yochildren andKalev benYephunneh and (v.3&ehosuabenNun
that stands before yowheywill go inthere,(v.39)andto them will I give it. (v.40Q Butas for you,
turn-aroundand take your journey into the wilderndssthe way of th&Sea of ReedgDeut.214) until

all thekin® of the men of rebellioarewasted from among theéroops

(Deutl:46) [And] theystayed inQadeskbarnea unti(Deut.216) the men of rebellion were wasted out
by death fromamong the host. . . (Deutd) You (pl) are to pass through this day the coast of the
children ofEsawwho dwell in Seir. (v.9) You will notdistress them, nanterferewith them in battle,
(v.5) for 1 will not give you of their land any possession, because | have igiteetie children oEsaw

! (My attempted restorations are from R8V.) Cf. Deut. 1:17.. us he has brought us forth out of the land of
Egypt, to give us into the hand of the Amorites, ...

The text actually reads "committed adultery” (alternate translations are from Allegro).

¥ RSV Num. 14:22in Egypt and in the wilderness

* Or, “generation.”

*“Will be wasted out from ...”
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for a possessiorfv.12) The Horimhavelived therefrom ancient timesbut the children oEsaw
succeedethem, andived in their stead.

(v.8) And we turned and passed by the wilderneddadyv. (v.9) And Elohim saidto me, (v.18) You
(pl) will pass over this day tlmast ofMoay; (v.9) you (pl) will not distress them, namterferewith
them in lattle: for | will not give you of their land for a possession, because | have givierthr
children ofLot for a possessioifv.20) The Rephaimlived theresince ancient timeand theMoavwtes

called them Emim(v.21) but Elohim destroyed all of them, ad theylived therein their stead.

(v.8) And we turnedv.13) and went over the brook Zergd.17) And Elohim spoketo me, [saying],
(v.24) You (pl) getup, andpass over the riverron. (v.25) This day | will begin(v.24)to deliver to
your face Siham theAmori, governorof Heshbon, and hisnd. And we went forth against SihGn32)
to Yahaz,(v.33)andwe smote hinfv.34) until we left him none to remain. And vteok all his cities
(v.36) from Aroer by the brink of thaver of Arnon,to Gil'ad andto (v.37)the river Yabbok(v.36)
Elohim Eloheinwelivered alito us.

(Deut.217) And Elohim spoketo me, saying, (\M.8) This day,you (pl) are to pasthe coast of the land
of (v.19)the children of AmmonYou (pl) will not distress them namterfere with them in war, because
| have giverto the children of Lot the land of the children of Ammon for a possesGidfl) The
Rephaimhavelived theresince ancient timesnd theAmmonimcalled them Azamzummirh(v.21)
andElohimdestrged them beforeltem, and thelived in their stead.

And Elohim saidto me, (Num.2132) Send men to spy oita’azer’ And we tookY aazerandlived in

the cities of théAmorim. (Deut.31) And Og thegovernorof Bashan came out against us to baftes)
and we smote hirantil none was left to him remainings.4) and we took from thermixty cities, all the
region ofArgov, (v.5) cities fenced with high walls, gates and baesideunwalled towns a great many.
(v.10) And all the cities othe plain, and alGil'ad, and alBashanto Sakah andEdréi... the land of

the Rephaim(v.11) For Oggovernorof Bashan remained of the remnanRafphaim

6 zamzummim.
" Jazer in the RSV.
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Moshe onApostasy and Reformation

And we turned angburneyed southward and (£29) abode oveagainstBeit-peor. (Num.251) And at
thattime the daughters dfloavand the wives of the Midiam came out against you, a(M2) they
called you to eat of their sacrifices, ayal (pl) did eat ottheir sacrifices and drink of their drink
offerings, andyou (pl) boweddown to theirgods and(v.1) committed whoredom with theives of the
Midianim. (v.3) And you (p) joinedyourselvedo Baatpeor that day: and the angerEldhimwas
kindled againsyou, and he smote you at that time with a great plaguen.316) And | sent from
among you me(v.7) to war againsthe Midianm, andyou (pl) smote them with the edge of the sword,
(v.9) andyou (pl) took from the captives very many, (Num:2pandthe plague was syed.

(Deut.414) AndElohim commanded me at that time to teat&tutes and judgmes) thatyou (pl) might

do them in the landh whichyou (pl) go over to possess..15) Take heetb yourselves(v.2) you (pl)

will not addto my statutes neithewill you (p) diminishanythingfrom them. (v.23) Take heedo
yourselves, lesyou (pl) forget, and make you a graven image and similitude, the likeness of any figure
thatis in your skyabove or (v.18) on the eartlbeneathor in the waters beneath the earth, and his anger

bekindled against you and he destroy you speedily from this zoadd

Moshe onthe Shema & the Stone Tablets

(v.39) So know this day, {.40) and keep his statutes aimd commandsthat it may go well with you
[and that]you (pl) may prolong your days upon the earthomElohim Eloheikagivesto you.
(Deut.64) Hear,O Yisrael Elohim Eloheinuis Elohim Echad (v.5) And you will love Elohim Eloheika
with all your heart, and with ajour soul exceedingly(v.6) And these wordghatl commandyou this
daywill be inyour heart:(v.7) andyou will teachthem diligentlyto your children, andyou will talk of
themwhenyou sit in your house, and wheyou walk by theway, and wheryou lie down, and whelyou
getup. (v.8) And you will bind [them] for a sign upoyour hand,and theywill be as frontlets between
your eyes And you will write [them] upon the posts gbur house, and ogour gates.

(Deut5:2) For Elohim made a covenant with themHhtorev(Deut.910) in the day of the assembly. And
(Deut.55) | stood betweeklohimand you ... at that timéfor you (pl) were afraid by reasoof the fire,
and [went] not [up) ... to show you the wordf Elohim, saying,(Deut.91) Hear,O Yisrael you (pl)

are to pass ovefardenthis day, togo in to possess many nations and mighty, griéaswith fenced
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walls. (Deut7:17) Speak not in yauhearts These nations are many; we cannot dispossess thdi®). (
You will notbe afraid of them. Remember whabhimdid to Pharaoh, antb all Mitzraim; (v.19) so
will Elohimdoto all your enemies(Deut.93) for Elohimis hewho goesover beforeyou; as a
consuming fire hevill destroy them, and heill bring them dowrbeforeyour face quickly. (Deut.20)
MoreoverElohimwill send thehornet among them, until theyho are left, and hide themselves from
you, be destrged. (v.11) Only if you (pl) keep hiscommandsand his judgments, and his statutes,
which| commandyou this day.

(Deut.96) So wnderstand this day, thBtohim Eloheikagivesnot beforeyou this land to possess for
you havebeena stiffnecked peoplév.7) from the day thayou did departout of Mitzraim until this
day.You (pl) have been rebellious agaitdbhim Eloheika(v.8) In Horevon the dayv.9) when Ihad
gone upnto the mount to receive the twabletsof stone,(v.10) and ornthem werewritten all the words
thatElohim spokewith you in the mount out of the midst of the fire in the day of the assembly.

(v.22) You (pl) provoked youElohimto wrath, anqv.16)you (pl) made youa molten calf.(v.18) And

| fell down beforeElohimin (v.15)the mountthatburned with fie: and the twadabletswere in my
hands. ¥.16) And | beheld your sins, (¥7) and | boke the twotabletsbefore your ges, and | prged

for you at the same tim@.18) forty days and forty nightfv.22) And at Taerah, and aMassah, and at
Qivroth-hattah’avah,you (pl) rebelled against youglohim.

(Deut.10:1) At that timeElohim saidto me, Hewyou two tabletsof stone liketo the first, and come up
to me into themount.(v.3) And | went up into the mount, having the ttedletsin my hand.(v.4) And
Elohimwrote on theabletsthe Ten Wordghathe spoketo you in the mount in thday of the assembly.
And he gave therto me,(v.5) andlook, they are in the arthatl had made.

Moshe Relatea Promiseto a Populous & Mighty People

(Deut.923) And atQadeskbarnea wheiklohim said to me, Go up and possess the larydu (l)
rebelled against yolwElohimandyou (pl) went not up nolistened (v.25) And Elohim said he would
destroy you(v.26) So I prayed for you when (Deutl0:10) | stayed in the mount forty days and forty
nights And Elohim listenedat that time also, and he did not destroy yoa moment. Not foyour
righteousneskas yourElohim (Deut.818) givenyou power to get wealtj(Deut.10:15 Only Elohim
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had a delight] in your fathers to love them, and he chie=eseed after them, even above all peoples
[(v.17) For Elohim] Eloheinuis Elohim of all elohim, andGovernorof governors a mightyEl, anda
terribleone (v.21) He isyour praise, and he it iwho hasdonefor youthese great and terrible things.
(v.22) Your fathers wentown intoMitzraim with seventysouls and nowyou havebecome a people

mighty and populous.

MosheRecitesthe Blessing Toward Gerizim

(Deut11:22) For if you (pl) will only keep all theeommandghat! command this day to do, to love
your Elohim, to walk inall his ways, and in all his statuté€g,23)thenElohimwill drive outall the men
of the placeand(v.24) every placaipon whichthe soles oyour feetwill tread.(v.25) Therewill no
man be able to stariskfore you; for the fear giou and the dread of yowill beupon all the land that

you (pl) will tread upon.

(v.26) Look, | set before you this day a blessing and a cvs27) a blessing, ifyou (pl) obey my
commandsand my statutegy.28)acurse, ifyou (pl) will not obey bu turn aside out of thevay that!|
command you this dayv.29) And itwill come topass, wheiklohim hasbroughtyou into the land
whereyou go to possess it, thgou will put the blessing upddount [Gerizim] and the curse upon
Mount Eyval (v.30) Are they not orthe other sidef theYarden by the way where the sunegdown,
in the land of th&Kena’anim over against Gilgal, beside th&ains of Moreh?(Deut.2713) And these
will stand uporMoun[t Eyvall; Rewen, Zebulun [and] Gad, Asher, Dan and haf. (v.12) Andthese
will stand upoMount Gerizim; Simon, andYehudah andYissaskar Manasieh and Ephraim and

Benyamin.

(v.14) And theLewiteswill stand befordount Gerizim andwill speak, and say with a loud voice:
Blessed be the mamho lovesElohim Eloheinuand bove down to him only and seeshim only. And

all the peoplavill answer and sayAmein. Blessed be the mawmho consecratethe seventh day and
ressthereon. And all the peopleill answer and sayamein. [Blessed be the mamJho honorshis
father and hisnother. And all the peopli®ill answer and saydmein. Blessed be the [mamlho
avengesnot nor beas anygrudge against theoulof his brother. And all the peopleill answer and say,
Amein. Blessed be thenan whodefilesnot the wik of hisneighbor And all the peopl&vill answer and
say,Amein. Blessed be thenan whooppresesnot hisneighbor And all the peoplevill answer [and
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say, Amén. Blessedbe theman whosweas not by my name falselyAnd all the peoplevill answer and
sa&/, Amen. Blessed be thenan whodeak not falsely nor ksagainsthis neighbor And all the people
will answer andgay, Amén. Blessed be thenan whosetsnot his ge upon hisneighbols goods. And all
the peoplevill answer angay, Amén. Blessed be #taman wholoveshis neighbor And all thepeople
[will answer] anday, Amen. Blessed be thenan whoconfirms all the words of thi§ orahto do them.

And all the peoplevill answer and sayymein. And you (pl) will answer further and say with a loud
voice.Look, (Deut.281) if youwill hearken diligentlyo the voice ofyour Elohim, to observe and to do
all hiscommands(v.2) thenall these blessingsill come uporyou. (v.3) Blessedwill yoube in the
city, and blessedill yoube in the field. Blesdwill be your basket angour store.(v.4) Blessedwill

be the fruitof your body, and the fruit ofjour ground, the increase gbur kine and thelocks ofyour

sheep.(v.6) Blessedwill youbewhenyoucome in, and blessedull you be whenyou go out.

Your Elohimwill causeyour enemies to be smittdreforeyour face.Elohimwill command the blessing
upon allthe works ofyour hand.(v.9) Elohimwill establishyou a peoplesetapartto himself.(v.10)

And all the people of the eantll see andvill be afraid ofyou. (v.12) Elohimwill opento you your
skyto give the rairto yourland in his season; arygu will lendto many nations, angou will not
borrow. (v.13) And you will be above, anglouwill not be beneath . &.

MosheReciteshe CursesToward Eyval

(Deut 27:14)And theLewiteswill turn their faces towardgdount Eyval andwill answer and say with
a loud voice(v.15) Cursed be theman whomakesany graven or moltemage, the work of the hands
of the craftsman. And all the peopldl ansver andsay, Amén. Cursed be thenan whodoesany
work on the seventh ddag profane it. And all the peopleill answer anday, Ameén. (v.16) Cursed be
hewho ses light by his father or hisnother? And all the peoplevill answer anday, Amén. (v.24)
Cursed be hevho smiteshis neighborsecretly. Andall the peoplevill answer andgay, Amén. Cursed
be theman whoapproachksto anywho is near okin to him orwho commitsadultery with the wife of
his neighbor or (v.21) who lieswith any manner fobeast. And althe peoplewill answer angay,
Amein. (v.17) Cursed be h&ho remo\eshis neighbols landmarkAnd all the peoplavill answer and

® Deut. 28:13: if you obey the commandments of the Elohim that | command you this day . . . etc.
° Deut. 27:16 YLB: Cursed [is] He who is making light of his father and his mothe
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say, Aman. Cursed be thenan whosweas by name falsely. And all theeoplewill answer and say,
Amein. (v.25) Cursed be hevho takesreward (Deut.19.8) to testifyfalsely against hiseighbor And
all the peoplavill answerandsay, Amén. Cursed be thenan whalift sup his geto hisneighbols wife
or to his daughter or to his maidservant or to anyttmagis his. And all the peoplill answer angay,
Amein. Cursed be thenan whohateshis brother in his heart. Arall the peoplevill answer anday,
Amein. (v.26) Cursed be heho confirms not all the words of thiorahto do them. And all the petgp

will answer anday, Amén.

And theLewitesalsowill call with a loud voice anday, (Deut.28.5) And it will come to pass, fou
will not hearkerto the voice ofyour Elohim, to observe to do all hsommandsnd his statutes; that all
these cursewill comeuponyou. (v.16) Cursedwill you be in the city, and curseddll you be in the
field. (v.17) Cursedwill be your basket angour store.(v.18) Cursedwill be the fruit ofyour body, and
thefruit of yourland, the increase gbur kine, and theflocks of [your sheep.](v.19) Cursedwill you
be whenyou come in, anatursedwill you be whenyou go out. (v.25) Elohimwill causeyouto be
smitten beforg/our enemies.(v.20) Elohimwill sendcursing upon all the works gbur hand. (v.37)
Elohimwill makeyou ascandala proverb, and a byword, among all nations of the elvhim will
restrain theskies (v.43) The strangemwho is within youwill get up very higtabove youandyou will
come down very low(v.44) He will lend toyou, andyou will not lend to him(v.21) Elohimwill make
you perish, anawill consumeyou from off the face of the landyhereveryou maygo-forth to possess.

Moshés Final Wordsand Postscript

(Deut.3L:2) | am an hundred and twenyggarsold this day)] canno more go out (and) come in bedo
you. AndElohim said tome.You will not go over thisrarden (v.3) Yehoshuawho stand beforeyou,
hewill go overYarden and hewill (v.7) come with youo the good landvhereyou (pl) go to possess.
(v.6) Be strong and of a good courage, fear not,be afraid: foElohim Eloheinuhe isthe one who

goesbefore you.

Thesearethe wordghatMoshecommanded all the children ¥israel according to the mouth of
YHWH, in the plain®of Moav before his death.
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Elohim’s Ten Words (Commandments)
I 1 amElohim Eloheinu, who liberatedyou from the landof Mitzraim, from the house dfondage.

You (pl) will have nootherElohim. You will not make foryou (pl) anyhewnimage, or any likeness of
anything that is irfthe) skyabove,or that is in the earth beneatn,that is in the waters beneath the

earth:you will not bow downyourselfto them, nor serve therham Elohim Eloheinu.
[l (Ex.2011) [. . .]In six daysl madesky and earth, andll that in them is, andrested the seventh
day:so(Ex.2312) you also will rest,you, andyour cattle andall thatyou have | am Elohim Eloheinu.

[l : Honoryour father andyour mother** | am Elohim Eloheinu.

IV : You will not ki[ll] the [s]oul of your brother. | am Elohim Eloheinu.

V' You will not commitadultery withthe wife ofyour neighbor | am Elohim Eloheinu.
VI Youwill not steal theroperty ofyour brother. | am Elohim Eloheinu.

VIl : (Lev.1912) You will not swear by my name falseftyr | will visit with zealousanger the iniquity

of the father upon the dbdrento the third and fourth generation obide whaake my name falsely.|

am Elohim Eloheinu.

VI : You (pl) will not bear falsevitness againstour brother. | am Elohim Eloheinu.

IX": Youwill not desirethe wife of [. . .Jyour brother his marsewant, or his maidservant, anything
that is his.l am Elohim Eloheinu.
X (Lev. 19:17) You will not hateyour brother inyour heart. | am Elohim Eloheinu.

(Deut.5 22) Thes&en WordsElohimthusspoke

19 et the reader note thiifferences between the canonized commandments andithibgeShapira; aniet us
alsoremind the readahatthis set may well bthe moreancient evenpre-exilic account
! Onestrip adds that your days may be prolonged
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